States of Confusion
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Discussion Questions___________________________________
1.  What are some things that the author is running away from as he embarks on his journey?  How do these affect his quest for direction?

2.  Discuss Sarah’s emotional journey – How would a story about her version of these couple of months go?  What transformation does she make during her boyfriend’s road trip?  Where do you see a turning point for her?
3.  How do you think the importance of money in today’s society is viewed by the author, and by the characters he meets?  Give some examples of conversations he has with various characters that support your view.
4.  In what state (chapter), in your opinion, does the author truly overcome (if he ever does) the following obstacles:

· The challenge of living and sleeping comfortably and without anxiety in his car
· Reluctance to throw himself into adventure

· His shyness

· The stubborn inclination to speed (the “Sprint Mentality”)
· His uncertainly about his direction

5.  Discuss the following symbols/motifs, and what they mean in relation to the author’s quest to find himself and change:

· Water (e.g. the mountain stream)

· Sunrises/sunsets
